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KOSI BAY EZEMVELO RESORT 

 

We stayed in the 3-bedroom uMdoni lodge, very central and next to the wonderful Samango Trail. 

The lodge has been upgraded since our last visit in 2020. The mice encountered during that trip 

seem to have been eliminated (see rodent trap on lhs of photo below). Not sure how eco-friendly 

these traps are…in 2020 we were woken up by a mouse climbing over the bedsheets… 

 

                     The 3-bedroom spacious uMdoni Lodge, one of 3 lodges at the resort 



This place really is a lepidopterist’s dream, as can be seen from the following photos and species list 

at the end! They were on the wing in sunny & warm conditions from 05h30. Although the gold-

banded foresters were not out in force, this was more than made up by the proliferation of papilionids 

– 9 different species in total, including the glorious Mamba swordtail Graphium colonna: 

 

 
Small striped swordtail Graphium policenes policenes Large striped swordtail Graphium antheus

Cream striped swordtail Graphium porthaon porthaon     White lady Graphium morania 



  

Shade swallowtail Papilio constantinus                  Veined swordtail Graphium leonidas leonidas 

constantinus      

Citrus swallowtail Papilio demodocus demodocus      Narrow green-banded swallowtail Papilio nireus  

                                                                            lyaeus 

These were all seen along the extensive Samango Trail, named after that elusive and mainly 

arboreal primate, the Samango monkey Cercopithecus mitis:  

 



The resort is next to ‘third lake’ (Lake Nhlange), and once settled in we took a boat trip to the 

northern tip of ‘first lake’ (Lake Makhawulani) – beyond which it is forbidden to enter. However, we 

did make the trip to the estuary mouth on the relatively new gravel road (previously a sand track). 

This was unproductive for butterflies, but we saw a huge selection of reef fish, including the infamous 

Stonefish Synanceia verrucosa (two specimens at +/-2kg each) and a 1,5m Honeycomb moray eel 

Gymnothorax favagineus. The info on the stonefish in the Ezemvelo office says ‘do not step on the 

stonefish. It is very painful and may kill you. It will ruin your holiday’!  

I don’t doubt that for a second, as a quick Google search reveals. Treatment for the venom is to 

immerse the affected area in water as hot as you can tolerate for 30-90 minutes, with frequent top-

ups to maintain the temperature, and then also (if available) an antivenom injection – to reduce 

inflammation and possible cardiac damage. But high risk brings high rewards, and we’d go back 

there again in a heartbeat. Interestingly, the lakes have only 1 tide a day, not the usual 2, due to 

the restrictive channels along the length of the system. 

 

One of the 500 fish kraals. These are owned between 15 families around the lakes and the traps 

need to be checked and emptied daily to prevent fish predation (bream, grunter, mullet and 

stumpnose) by cormorants and fish eagles. The fishing technique was studied by the then Natal 

Parks Board’s Dr. Scotty Kyle, whose abandoned house is still standing above the lake. He has 

studied the lake system for over 30 years. 

 
Our very able skipper Mthokozisi Nsele                 Scotty Kyle’s derelict house overlooking 3rd lake                                                                      

 with 2 landlubbers    

Kosi Thonga Safaris – Mthokozisi Nsele 072 7714931 nselemthokozisi@gmail.com  

mailto:nselemthokozisi@gmail.com


  

A map of the Kosi Bay system – a geological marvel! (from Maps of the Zululand and Maputaland 

Reserves, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, Honeyguide Publications)  



 

        Turtle tracks (loggerhead or leatherback) from sea to dune just south of the Kosi estuary 

     

Purple-brown hairstreak Hypolycaena                      Spotted ciliate blue Anthene larydas                                   

philippus philippus    

        

      Fiery acraea Acraea acrita acrita                             Saffron sapphire Iolaus pallene 

 



Gold-banded forester Ephaedra neophron               Honey hopper Platylesches moritili 

 neophron          

    

     Black-based acraea Acraea natalica                                   Novice Amauris ochlea ochlea 

Overlooking Lake Nhlange (3rd lake) 



 

African fish eagle, Haliaeetus vocifer, keeping an eagle eye open at a fish trap 

(bird photos by Cecily) 

      Purple heron Ardea purpurea 

   

Giant kingfisher Megaceryle maxima                                        Little egret Egretta garzetta 



Kosi Bay was not short of damsels and dragons, either. The top left one, Eastern duskhawker, is 

classed as ‘vulnerable’: 

  

Eastern duskhawker Gynacantha usambarica            Eastern blacktail Nesciothemis farinose 

  

Inspector Chalcostephia flavifrons                            Common tigertail Ictinogomphus ferox 

 

Painted sprite Pseudagrion hageni                             Keyhole glider Tramea basilaris 

 

 

 

  



TABLE 1: Lepidoptera seen at Kosi Bay December 2021 

 

 

 

 

525060 EREBIDAE Hypopyra capensis Red-tail moth 2021/12/11

654830 EREBIDAE Egybolis vaillantina Peach moth 2021/12/09

476870 HESPERIIDAE Platylesches moritili Honey hopper 2021/12/08

581580 LASIOCAMPIDAE Catalebeda cuneilinea 2021/12/10

464690 LYCAENIDAE Actizera lucida Rayed blue 2021/12/08

460860 LYCAENIDAE Anthene larydas Spotted ciliate blue 2021/12/11

464800 LYCAENIDAE Azanus jesous Topaz babul blue 2021/12/08

464810 LYCAENIDAE Azanus mirza Pale babul blue 2021/12/07

464820 LYCAENIDAE Azanus moriqua Black-bordered babul blue 2021/12/11

465010 LYCAENIDAE Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena Cupreous ash blue 2021/12/10

465310 LYCAENIDAE Euchrysops malathana Grey smoky blue 2021/12/08

454150 LYCAENIDAE Hypolycaena philippus philippus Purple-brown hairstreak 2021/12/11

452630 LYCAENIDAE Iolaus pallene Saffron sapphire 2021/12/08

463950 LYCAENIDAE Leptotes sp. 2021/12/09

442180 LYCAENIDAE Pentila tropicalis tropicalis Spotted buff

463170 LYCAENIDAE Pseudonacaduba sichela sichela Dusky line blue 2021/12/09

464605 LYCAENIDAE Zizeeria knysna knysna African grass blue 2021/12/08

410360 NYMPHALIDAE Acraea acara acara Acara acraea 2021/12/08

411050 NYMPHALIDAE Acraea acrita acrita Fiery acraea 2021/12/11

411990 NYMPHALIDAE Acraea aganice aganice Dark wanderer 2021/12/10

411820 NYMPHALIDAE Acraea natalica Black-based acraea 2021/12/11

411440 NYMPHALIDAE Acraea petraea Blood-red acraea 2021/12/11

409460 NYMPHALIDAE Amauris niavius dominicanus Southern friar 2021/12/09

410120 NYMPHALIDAE Amauris ochlea ochlea Novice 2021/12/09

416120 NYMPHALIDAE Bicyclus safitza safitza Black-haired bush brown 2021/12/08

409280 NYMPHALIDAE Danaus chrysippus orientis African plain tiger 2021/12/08

429320 NYMPHALIDAE Euphaedra neophron neophron Gold-banded forester 2021/12/10

438340 NYMPHALIDAE Junonia oenone oenone Dark blue pansy 2021/12/08

438470 NYMPHALIDAE Junonia terea elgiva Soldier pansy 2021/12/08

423140 NYMPHALIDAE Neptis goochii Streaked sailer 2021/12/10

423270 NYMPHALIDAE Neptis laeta Common barred sailer 2021/12/09

438720 NYMPHALIDAE Protogoniomorpha parhassus Common Mother-of-pearl 2021/12/10

409060 NYMPHALIDAE Sevenia natalensis Bronze tree nymph 2021/12/11

418490 NYMPHALIDAE Ypthima asterope asterope African three-ring 2021/12/08

402120 PAPILIONIDAE Graphium angolanus angolanus Angola white lady 2021/12/10

402140 PAPILIONIDAE Graphium antheus Large striped swordtail 2021/12/11

402180 PAPILIONIDAE Graphium colonna Mamba swordtail 2021/12/11

402430 PAPILIONIDAE Graphium leonidas leonidas Veined swordtail 2021/12/11

402590 PAPILIONIDAE Graphium policenes policenes Small striped swordtail 2021/12/11

402640 PAPILIONIDAE Graphium porthaon porthaon Cream striped swordtail 2021/12/08

400300 PAPILIONIDAE Papilio constantinus constantinus Shade swallowtail 2021/12/11

400530 PAPILIONIDAE Papilio demodocus demodocus Citrus swallowtail 2021/12/08

401360 PAPILIONIDAE Papilio nireus lyaeus Narrow green-banded swallowtail 2021/12/10

407590 PIERIDAE Belenois creona severina African caper white 2021/12/08

408060 PIERIDAE Belenois thysa thysa False dotted border 2021/12/11

404180 PIERIDAE Colotis euippe omphale Southern round-winged orange tip 2021/12/11

403510 PIERIDAE Eronia cleodora Vine-leaf vagrant 2021/12/10

402930 PIERIDAE Eurema brigitta brigitta Broad-bordered grass yellow 2021/12/11

403010 PIERIDAE Eurema floricola floricola Malagasy Grass Yellow 2021/12/10

403080 PIERIDAE Eurema hecabe solifera Lowveld yellow 2021/12/09

404990 PIERIDAE Leptosia alcesta inalcesta African wood white 2021/12/10

403380 PIERIDAE Nepheronia argia variegata Large vagrant 2021/12/10

52 species



TABLE 2: Bird species seen at Kosi Bay December 2021 

 

TABLE 3: Odonata species recorded at Kosi Bay December 2021 

 

African Fish Eagle, Haliaeetus vocifer Little Bee-eater, Merops pusillus

African Pied Wagtail, Motacilla aguimp Little Egret, Egretta garzetta

African Wattled Lapwing, Vanellus senegallu Livingstone's Turaco, Tauraco livingstonii

African Wood Owl, Strix woodfordi Narina Trogon, Apaloderma narina

Black-backed Puffback, Dryoscopus cubla Olive Sunbird, Cyanomitra olivacea

Black-headed Heron, Ardea melanocephala Palm-nut Vulture, Gypohierax angolensis

Broad-billed Roller, Eurystomus glaucurus Pied Crow, Corvus albus

Bronze Mannikin, Lonchura cucullata Pied Kingfisher, Ceryle rudis

Brown Scrub Robin, Cercotrichas signata Purple Heron, Ardea purpurea

Brown-hooded Kingfisher, Halcyon albiventris Rattling Cisticola, Cisticola chiniana

Burchell's Coucal, Centropus burchellii Red-capped Robin-Chat, Cossypha natalensis

Caspian Tern, Hydroprogne caspia Red-chested Cuckoo, Cuculus solitarius

Common Greenshank, Tringa nebularia Red-eyed Dove, Streptopelia semitorquata

Common Sandpiper, Actitis hypoleucos Reed Cormorant, Microcarbo africanus

Common Tern, Sterna hirundo Sombre Greenbul, Andropadus importunus

Crowned Hornbill, Lophoceros alboterminatus Southern Boubou, Laniarius ferrugineus

Dark-backed Weaver, Ploceus bicolor Southern Fiscal, Lanius collaris

Dark-capped Bulbul, Pycnonotus tricolor Spur-winged Goose, Plectropterus gambensis

Diederik Cuckoo, Chrysococcyx caprius Striated Heron, Butorides striata

European Bee-eater, Merops apiaster Terrestrial Brownbul, Phyllastrephus terrestris

Fan-tailed Widowbird, Euplectes axillaris Trumpeter Hornbill, Bycanistes bucinato

Fork-tailed Drongo, Dicrurus adsimilis Village Weaver, Ploceus cucullatus

Giant Kingfisher, Megaceryle maxima Violet-backed Starling, Cinnyricinclus leucogaster

Goliath Heron, Ardea goliath White-breasted Cormorant, Phalacrocorax lucidus

Gorgeous Bushshrike, Telophorus viridis White-fronted Plover, Charadrius marginatus

Greater Flamingo, Phoenicopterus roseus Woodland Kingfisher, Halcyon senegalensis

Green Wood Hoopoe, Phoeniculus purpureus Yellow-bellied Greenbul, Chlorocichla flaviventris

Green-backed Camaroptera, Camaroptera brachyura Yellow-billed Kite, Milvus aegyptius

Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, Pogoniulus bilineatus

Grey-headed Gull, Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 59 species

ADU NO. FAMILY SPECIES COMMON NAME

664350 Aeshnidae Gynacantha usambarica Eastern Duskhawker (vulnerable)

662720 Coenagrionidae Ceriagrion glabrum Common Citril

663410 Coenagrionidae Pseudagrion hageni Painted Sprite

664830 Gomphidae Ictinogomphus ferox Common Tigertail

667030 Libellulidae Brachythemis leucosticta Southern Banded Groundling

667090 Libellulidae Chalcostephia flavifrons Inspector

667690 Libellulidae Nesciothemis farinosa Eastern Blacktail

667770 Libellulidae Orthetrum sp.

667950 Libellulidae Orthetrum julia Julia Skimmer

668000 Libellulidae Orthetrum machadoi Highland Skimmer

668600 Libellulidae Tholymis tillarga Twister

668620 Libellulidae Tramea basilaris Keyhole Glider



 


